
REED-CUSTER COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 255U 
255 COMET DRIVE 

BRAIDWOOD, IL 60408 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING 
October 19, 2022 

 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Reed-Custer Community Unit School District 255 Board 
of Education was held on October 19, 2022, at the Administration Center for Board Members and 
Superintendent Mitchell.  President Boyer called the meeting to order at 5:33p.m. with the 
following members present: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van Duyne, M. Grace, C. 
Olson. 
 
Also Present: Mr. Mitchell, Superintendent, Mrs. Valiente, Assistant Superintendent for 
Teaching and Learning, and Mr. Peterson, Assistant Superintendent for Operations. 
               
CLOSED SESSION:  A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Cavanaugh to enter into 
closed session for discussion of employment, resignation, and assignment of personnel or 
pending/possible legal litigation at 5:34p.m.  
 
The following members voted yea on a roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van 
Duyne, M. Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 
CONVENE REGULAR SESSION: A motion was made Grace and seconded by Olson to return to 
regular session at 6:30p.m. 
 
The following members voted yea on a roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van 
Duyne, M. Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 
COMMENDATIONS: 
 
VISITOR RECOGNITION: 
Community member and parent, Marla Kloekner, was present to discuss her concerns 
regarding the district’s crisis protocol. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: A motion was made by Cavanaugh and seconded by Grace to approve 
the following consent agenda items: 
 
 Financial: Treasurer/Activity Accounts Reports 
     Bill Payable List/Payroll 
 Minutes: September 21, 2022 Board Minutes  
  
The following members voted yea on a roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van 
Duyne, M. Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
None 



CORRESPONDENCE:  
Nick Cavaliere, from Baker Tilly Virchow Krause gave an overview of the 2022 Fiscal Year 
Audit.  Cavaliere reported that it was a clean audit.  The district received an “unmodified 
audit opinion” which is the highest level of assurance given that our financial statements 
present accurate year end results and have the necessary disclosures. 
 
WILCO: 
Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, Danielle Valiente, shared a 2022/2023 
Career Pathways brochure from WILCO which lists the programs offered by WILCO, a 
description of each program, and which programs offer dual credit and certification.  Lewis 
University lowered the tuition for the aviation program. 
 
SOWIC: 
SOWIC met on Tuesday, October 11, 2022 here at Reed-Custer Administration Center.  The 
elevator at Fischer School needs work, costly repair.  Other than that, business is as usual 
and it was a pretty short meeting. 
 
COMMITTTEE UPDATE:  
None 
 
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 
Superintendent Mitchell stated that Superintendent Interventions of Property Tax Appeals is 
up for action tonight.  This allows the district to authorize Whitt Law to intervene on the 
districts behalf. 
 
Mitchell stated that the Intergovernmental Agreement with the Braidwood Police 
Department for SROs is up for action tonight.  We are extremely happy to have an SRO at 
each of our building complexes.  There could be a small increase in cost for next year. 
 
Mitchell commented on parent communications for information.  Kloekner’s comments and 
ideas will be shared with the Administration Team to come up with some protocol to help 
alleviate those parental concerns. 
 
Mitchell commented on the Braidwood Station Assessment Agreement.  We are in the 
current negation phase and it’s looking favorable for another long term assessment 
agreement between Constellation and all the taxing bodies.  More information will be 
provided in the near future.   
 
Mitchell stated on the RCHS outdoor improvements.  The district has been receiving a lot of 
compliments from community members on the improvements.  New bleachers and press 
box are still on schedule to be installed after the fall sports seasons.  Still waiting on 
aluminum supplies.  Main tile repairs will be after the fall season.  It might entail fixing one 
whole section of turf on the east side. 
 
Mitchell gave an update on the Reed-Custer Early Learning Center.  Director, Assistant 
Director and Teachers have been hired and are up for action tonight.  Rooms are very close 
to ready.  Hoping to open around the beginning of November with an open house being 
available prior to opening. 



Mitchell reported on Community Theatre.  James Reinbacher prepared an information paper 
for the Board of Education explaining his vision.  Non-for-profit.  Gets community members, 
alumni and current students together.  The Board of Education still has time to make a 
decision. 
 
Mitchell stated that Strategic Plan is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 4, 2023 
with Jeff Comb.   
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING: 
Mrs. Valiente, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning reported on Assessment. 
Received Spring assessment results (IAR and SAT) and Fall MAP Data.  K-12 grade level and 
content area teams are meeting to disaggregate data and adjust instruction.  October 27, 
2022 is the Illinois Report Card Publication Date.  Our data looks very favorable but a full 
report will be given in November. 
 
Valiente reported on Curriculum.  We currently have a course at Reed-Custer High School 
called Transitional Math.  In summary, these are non-credit bearing college prep courses.  
We have a partnership with JJC that if our students don’t test into a dual-credit math, we 
place them in transitional math (if interested) course during high school so that when they 
do go on, they place into a college level course.  The state is now requiring this for English.  
JJC now has to work with us to get this up and running for English.  Currently it’s a tentative 
process for the 2023/24 school year.  Valiente is attending an informational meeting on 
November 12, 2022 to make sure we get a syllabus so we can offer it as soon as JJC is up and 
running with it.  Just to clarify, any high school English teacher can teach this course.  It does 
not need to be someone with a masters.  This will be offered to all of our seniors. 
 
Valiente reported on Professional Development.  We have officially completed all of our 
state mandated trainings. GCN Trainings. Those were all completed last week.  We are 
bringing back our “Teachers Observing Teachers” program.  One of our best resources is one 
another.  Pre COVID, the teacher leaders came up with this initiative to offer some 
professional development hours to go observe a peer and complete a quick observation 
form.  Valiente also commented that each building principal attended the Illinois Principal 
Association Conference this weekend.  We are reviewing resources, presentations, and 
curriculum samples to see what we can utilize. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF OPERATIONS: 
Mr. Matt Peterson, Assistant Superintendent for Operations gave an update on the 
Cafeteria.  The milk issues seem to be over with no issues reported since last board meeting.  
Food shortages continue.  Pork, chicken, and anything with a foil lid like yogurt is very hard 
to get.  The Elementary School has enough turkey for the annual “Thanksgiving Feast” but 
after that, turkey may not be an option for an extending period of time.  Kitchen staff is 
doing a nice job supplementing.  3rd – 12th grade has the option for the salad bar every day.  
Middle School and High School both offer a variety of sandwiches such as egg salad, tuna 
salad, ham and cheese. 
 
Peterson reported that the Reed-Custer High School computer lab, room 400, was 
disassembled last year.  It is a tiered room that we have installed a new auditorium style 
seating.  This room will be used for classroom presentations, staff meetings, team meetings, 



awards banquets, small group testing, etc. 
 
Peterson stated that every classroom in the district has a tourniquet in their emergency 
bucket.  We recently added ‘pediatric tourniquets’ to Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st grade.  We 
have also purchased some to have in the daycare rooms and the high school and middle 
school. 
 
Peterson reported on Transportation.  The annual CDL refresher course was held on October 
5, 2022 from 5:00pm-7:00pm.  All drivers were present.  Peterson gave an update on the 
purchased school busses. Half were complete on October 8th, 2022 and the other half on 
October 17, 2022.  They have to be transported to Kankakee and then the shop there goes 
through them and checks everything out.  Potential arrival the first week in November.  
 
ACTION ITEMS:   
A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Olson to approve action items (A, B): 
A. Personnel  
-Approve the maternity leave of Megan Graham, Reed-Custer Middle School Art Teacher, 
effective April 11, 2023 until the end of the 2022/2023 school year. 
-Approve the employment of Janet Sandeno, Reed-Custer School District Daycare Assistant 
Director, $21.00/hour, effective October 11, 2022. 
-Approve the employment of Kasi Kingman, Reed-Custer School District Daycare Assistant, 
$19.00/hour. 
-Approve the employment of Kara Frencl, Reed-Custer District Daycare Substitute, 
$19.00/hour. 
-Approve the employment of Anthony Gnutek, Reed-Custer School District Substitute Bus 
Driver and Substitute Custodian, effective October 11, 2022. 
-Approve the employment of Danielle Marma, Reed-Custer Middle School Assistant Cheer 
Coach, Level 1: $2,603.00. 
-Approve the employment of Victor Gastelum, Reed-Custer Middle School Assistant Wrestling 
Coach, Level 1: $2,603.00. 
B. Building Usage Requests 
-James Reinbacher, Theatre Department Craft Show, Reed-Custer District Fieldhouse, 
November 5, 2022. 
 
The following members voted yea on a roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van 
Duyne, M. Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Van Duyne and seconded by Grace to approve action item (C): 
C. Intergovernmental Agreement to Provide Resource Officers for Reed-Custer Community Unit School 
district 255 for 2022-2023. 
 
The following members voted yea on roll call vote:  G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van Duyne, M. 
Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays, Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Van Duyne to approve action item (D): 
D. Memorandum – Intervention in Will county Board of Review Proceeding – Constellation Energy 
Generation, LLC. 



The following members voted yea on roll call vote:  G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van Duyne, M. 
Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays, Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Olson to approve action item (E): 
E. Resolution granting the Superintendent authority to intervene in proceedings before the Will County 
Board of Review and the Kankakee County Board of Review. 
 
The following members voted yea on roll call vote:  G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van Duyne, M. 
Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays, Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Van Duyne to approve action item (F): 
F. Approve Overnight Stays 
-RCHS Wrestling Overnight, Abe’s Rumble, Springfield, IL, December 28 & 29, 2022. 
-RCHS Wrestling Overnight, Princeton Tournament, Princeton, IL, January 6, 2023. 
 
The following members voted yea on roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van Duyne, M. 
Grace, C. Olson, 6 yeas, 0 nays, Motion carried. 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made by Grace and seconded by Van Duyne to adjourn the regular session 
meeting at 7:22p.m. 
 
The following members voted yea on a roll call vote: G. Boyer, J. Morris, D. Dransfeldt, K. Van 
Duyne, M. Grace, C. Olson. 6 yeas, 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 


