
Reed-Custer Middle School 

8th Grade Language Arts 

Unit 5:  Drama 

Is it our Differences or our Similarities that matter most? 

By the end of Unit 5 students will be expected to: 

Reading Skills-  

 Cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says. 

 Determine the theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text. 

 Analyze how lines of dialogue or incidents in drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 

character, or provoke a decision. 

 Draw conclusions, generalizations, and inferences from the text using evidence and prior 

knowledge. 

 Identify elements of drama:  script, dialogue, setting, stage directions, etc. 

 Summarize fiction and non-fiction passages. 

 Compare literary adaptations to original primary sources and analyze how the differing structure 

of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

 Distinguish how historical causes and specific settings have an effect on characters’ actions and 

motivations. 

 Evaluate informational text for unity and coherence identifying consistent point of view and 

logical organization of ideas. 

Writing Skills- 

 Use technology to research information. 

 Apply grade appropriate vocabulary in writing. 

 Apply rules of Standard English in writing with a focus on Revise written work to improve 

writing. 

 Edit written work for correct use of conventions, spelling, and grammar. 

 Analyze literature in a formal written structure. 

 Respond in writing to literature. 

 Research and create in writing/presentation a public service announcement. 

Vocabulary Skills- 

 Identify word affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words: 

 -ory  -ist  in-   

 

 Identify and apply weekly vocabulary words-  
(Define, spell, part of speech, application in reading, speaking and writing) 

*assumption  *class  *common  *discriminate  *distinguish  *divide  *generalization  *identify  *judge 

*represent  *separate  *superficial  *sympathy  *tolerance  *unify 

Speaking and Listening Skills- 

 Engage in appropriate conversations with peers and adults. 

 Effectively present information for an audience. 

 Use grade appropriate vocabulary in formal and informal presentations and conversations. 

 Present a Public Service Announcement  

 Conduct an interview 


