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Date:  November 13, 2018 
 

**  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ** 
 
Subject:  Reed-Custer CUSD 255 Response to Allegations 
   of Inappropriate Conduct by Former Students 
 
Reed-Custer CUSD 255 takes all allegations of inappropriate conduct very seriously.  The District has 
policies, procedures, and codes in place to address inappropriate behavior by students.  These policies, 
procedures, and codes have been followed in the past and will continue to be followed in the 
future.   Investigation techniques can include reviewing video footage and interviewing appropriate 
students and staff.  The results of the investigation are assessed, and administration applies the related 
policy/policies (e.g. Board Policies, Handbook Language, and the Athletic Code of Conduct).   If the discipline 
relates to the Athletic Code of Conduct, an appeals process is available to the student(s) being disciplined. 
State and federal laws prohibit the District from commenting directly on the specifics of any matter. 
 
Reed-Custer CUSD 255 is committed to providing a safe and secure environment for all students so that 
they can succeed both academically and in extra-curricular arenas.  In addition to policies, the District has 
many proactive programs and practices in place that support this commitment. 
 
On and off campus behavior expectations are communicated to both students and staff at the beginning of 
each school year, and are revisited frequently throughout the year. Expectations are visibly posted 
throughout the hallways in each building to serve as a visual reminder of appropriate conduct.  Guest 
speakers whose messages focus on self-esteem, strong character and perseverance, and overcoming 
adversity, are invited to speak several times a year.  The District participates in the Safe School Ambassador 
(SSA) Program - an organization dedicated to training students to respect and support their peers and 
report serious incidents to adults. The SSA program is sponsored by Community Matters, an innovative and 
thought provoking organization committed to improving the social-emotional climate of our nation's 
schools and communities.  Reed-Custer students are trained by representatives from Community Matters 
as early as fourth grade, and training continues throughout their educational career.  Each building also 
employs a character building program titled Appropriate Choices Every-day (A.C.E.).  Every month, students 
are recognized for exhibiting outstanding positive behavior in and out of school. 
 
District staff are expected to serve as positive role-models, supervisors, and mentors for all students. Staff 
members are required to annually participate in mandated school safety training modules, including but 
not limited to, bullying, suicide prevention, and ethics.  Building administrators hold monthly staff 
meetings, during which staff are reminded to promote an open-door policy for students to report any 
concerns.   
 
Reed-Custer Elementary School builds trust and community through the Responsive Classroom program.  
Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach to teaching that focuses on engaging academics, 
positive community, effective management, and developmental awareness. Community building, student 
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recognition, and family engagement activities take place throughout the year. After-school and summer 
programs are available to provide students with additional opportunities to build relationships, develop 
skills, and engage in enriching activities. Students and parents have access to a well-staffed student services 
team.  This team provides additional academic and social-emotional supports and interventions.   
 
Reed-Custer Middle School follows the middle school model which divides students into grade level teams. 
This middle school team approach allows teachers and support staff to more closely "follow the child," i.e., 
develop stronger ties with individual students and therefore allows teachers to better monitor student 
progress and offer quick feedback and assistance. The students identify with their team and develop a 
sense of belonging and stronger peer and adult connections.  All middle school students receive nine weeks 
of Character Education which addresses topics such as, but not limited to, bullying and exclusion.  The 
middle school hosts an annual back to school Smart Start event during which parents and students are 
informed of policies and procedures.   
 
Reed-Custer High School delivers monthly character education lessons to all students with a focus on 
instilling positive values and fostering strong supportive peer and adult relationships.  Topics covered 
include respect, kindness, service, tolerance, positive attitude, acceptance, integrity, trust, honesty, 
sympathy, and courage.  Students in grades 9-12 receive a copy of the student handbook and planner, 
which provides a comprehensive overview of expectations, rules and regulations, and disciplinary 
measures. All students are responsible for returning a signed statement which acknowledges their 
understanding of, and responsibility for, the detailed procedures. Students demonstrating positive 
behaviors through the A.C.E. program are recognized and rewarded. Support staff are available to help 
students navigate challenging issues, develop social-emotional competencies, employ appropriate coping 
mechanisms, and develop post-secondary goals and plans.  Numerous extra-curricular activities are offered 
to engage a variety of student interests, increase self-esteem, promote involvement, and build peer 
relationships.  The high school hosts an annual New Student Luncheon, which helps to establish 
relationships between new students and current students and staff. At the start of each year, the National 
Honor Society provides tours for incoming freshmen.  Peer tutors are available for all students during lunch 
hours. 
 
The Reed-Custer Athletic Department is headed by a District Athletic Director.  This director conducts an 
annual Athletic Code of Conduct meeting with coaches, parents, and athletes.  The director meets weekly 
with varsity head coaches who are in-season.  The head coaches then disseminate information to their 
assistants.  These meetings allow for open communication between athletic programs and District 
administration. 

 
Reed-Custer CUSD 255 serves children from pre-Kindergarten through grade 12.  It has three (3) schools:  
Reed-Custer Elementary School, Reed-Custer Middle School, and Reed-Custer High School.  It has a current 
enrollment of 1,407 children. 

 

END OF RELEASE 


