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Earn $ While You Learn 
RCHS Cooperative Education Class and Worksite Program 

What is Co-op?  It is a senior level 
program that combines classroom & 
worksite experience where seniors who 
qualify and are accepted, can earn while 
they learn how to be successful on the 
job.  Co-op class meets daily period 5. 
Students sign-out each day to work 
periods 6-7.  It is a cooperative effort 
between RCHS, the worksite, student, 
and parents.  Students earn 1.5 credits 
each semester as part of the class and 
worksite program.  3 total credits/year. 

Who can enroll in Co-op? Just like getting a 
job, you have to be qualified and complete 
an application.  Co-op is open to any 
qualifying senior with a minimum of 21 
credits (at end of junior year), good 
attendance (no more than 12 absences 
during junior year), GPA of 2.0 or higher, no 
discipline issues, teacher recommendations, 
a completed application, and a desire to 
work and earn. 
Who is accepted? After applications and the 
above mentioned criteria are returned to 
Mrs. Wilkey, applicants are accepted based 
on who best meets the criteria.  Enrollment 
is limited to 12 students.  Those accepted will 
be notified by late March. 

Do I have to have a job to apply????  While this is NOT 
necessary, it is great if you are already working and 
have an established job in career area of interest.  
Students who enroll in Co-op MUST have a job secured 
before the start of the school year in August 2016. 
Do any kinds of jobs qualify for acceptance in coop? 
Most jobs are acceptable as long as they do not require 
delivery or driving while on the job or operating certain 
types of machinery.   You must be able to work a 
minimum of 15 hours per week (this includes 
weekends) and no more than 39 hours a week.  
Seasonal jobs (lawn maintenance, tree trimming, etc.) 
do not qualify.  Co-op students CANNOT work for a 
family business due to personal conflict issues. 
Can I get help trying to find a job?   Yes, Ms. Wilkey, 
the Co-op Coordinator, can assist you with a job search.   
However, ultimately it is your job to be searching and 
looking for a job if accepted. 
Can I be in extra-curricular activities (sports/clubs) and 
coop?  Yes, many Co-op students balance school, work 
& participate in extra events during the school year. 
Please notify Ms. Wilkey about possible extra-
curriculars in which you plan to be involved. 

$ 

What’s next if I am interested?  Where do I 
get an application form?  Get an application 
form from the counselors, Ms. Wilkey, or the 
Reed-Custer website (address below).  Talk 
to your parents and see if this might work for 
you.  Don’t hesitate to start your road to 
success!!!!   Come by and see Ms. Wilkey 
BEFORE Holiday break!!!!   
 

Questions???  See Ms. Wilkey in room 501.  Feel free to have your parents 
call me @ 815-458-2166 ext. 3341 or e-mail:  Eleanor.Wilkey@rc255.net. 
More information:   
http://www.rc255.net/RCHS/Pages/Coop-TeachingInternship.aspx  
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Applications DUE 
Completed application forms should be 
hand-delivered to Ms. Wilkey in room 501 
(next to the foods lab)  by the deadline or as 
soon as possible. 
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